
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Wednesday, July 5, 2017 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall – 1529 State Road 

 

PRESENT:  Louise Maron, Chair; Andrew Fisher; Anthony Segal; Phyllis LeBeau, Recording 

Secretary 

ABSENT: John Olander, Agent; Peter Cohen, Fred Schubert 

GUESTS: Emilie Jarrett, Director, Community Health Assn.; Neal Pilson, Selectman, Chris Horten, 

BCMCA 

Preliminary Conversation: Mr. Segal spoke to Mr. Pilson about the lack of a sign at the town 

beach indicating that it is for the use of Richmond residents exclusively. Mr. Pilson will speak to 

the Town Administrator, Mr. Mark Pruhenski, on the subject. 

WEST NILE VIRUS MOSQUITO SAMPLE: Ms. Maron invited Chris Horten of BCMCA to speak to 

the group on hearing of the discovery of a West Nile Virus-positive mosquito in Richmond. He 

explained the process that is followed on this kind of discovery: adult spraying was done within 

a one-mile radius of the trap site immediately to avoid contamination of birds and subsequent 

spreading of the disease. Follow-up testing of trapped mosquitos in that area will determine if 

the virus persists in that population. The expectation is that the test results will be negative – 

the spraying process works to keep the situation from escalating. Richmond and surrounding 

towns in the Western Massachusetts area are considered to be low-risk areas.  

The epidemiologists at Baystate do the research, determine the number of mosquitos tested 

from a certain area and over time look at the number of positive tests from an area, consider 

the number of animal or human cases in that area and they then set the risk level. The only 

thing that would make the risk level rise would be continued positive testing on trapped 

mosquitos and/or human cases.  

If trap numbers go over 100 in any area, they will spray there, in addition to continuing their 

routine spraying.  

A discussion of the contract and its duration clarified that each contract runs for a period of five 

years and is automatically renewable, unless the town decides to opt out and advises them in 

writing of that decision.  

The group then discussed which of the neighboring towns were parties to that contract. 

Because of a variety of political and financial realities only the towns of Pittsfield and 

Stockbridge are parties to this contract at this time. Mr. Horten said that talks with the towns of 

Hancock, West Stockbridge and Lenox are ongoing.  



If a private home owner wants their property sprayed, they can contact Mr. Horten at 413-447-

9808 or via email at berkmc@bcn.net and request that service.  

There has been no evidence of Triple E virus in this area and the vector for Triple E is a different 

mosquito that lives in permanent water. That’s unlikely to be seen before the Fall.  

Review of Minutes: Louise Maron had a correction to the minutes as follows: In the paragraph 

discussing the 2017 Board of Health Arbovirus Coordinator Survey, add the notation, “Mr. Mark 

Pruhenski will provide back-up contact responsibility” as the last sentence.  

A motion to accept the minutes as corrected was made by Mr. Segal, seconded by Mr. Fisher 

and passed by unanimous consent. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

MDPH Assistance Program for Local Boards of Health Investigation of Enteric Disease Events: 

Emilie Jarrett, R.N., Director of the Community Health Association explained the program. She 

noted that food borne disease within the Town of Richmond this summer will be investigated 

by MDPH staff under the OutbreakNet Enhanced Program.  The LBOH and Community Health 

will retain their regular level of access to these cases. MDPH will notify the LBOH of all cases 

requiring exclusion from work or daycare in their jurisdiction and the LBOH/CHA will maintain 

the responsibility for ensuring those exclusion and back to work requirements are met. Emilie 

Jarrett mentioned that this program worked very well last summer.  

 

MAHB Pipeline Letter and Membership Profiles: From the April MAHB Newsletter, which goes 

to all local Boards of Health, a Sierra Club letter campaign in opposition to the expansion of gas 

pipelines. They respect the right of individual Boards of Health to make their own decisions on 

this issue, but their recommendation is to support the Sierra Club letter campaign. That 

discussion was tabled to the next meeting in the absence of two of the board members.  

Mr. Pilson offered updated information on the gas pipeline issue that he has been following. 

HHS ASPR/CP HPH Cyber Notice- International Ransomware Campaign Update #1: These 

attacks affect boards of health – how to address the threat. Suggestions from the group 

included, continuous independent back-up of files, make sure all computers are on automatic 

update, monitor careful use of passwords and avoid opening suspicious looking emails.  Norton 

Security program, at $100 per month, offers good security.    

Board of Health Property Inspection: Louise Maron reported a complaint to the Board from 

Rick Bell, about an abandoned property which he felt constituted a major health hazard. The 

property is on State Road (2447 State Road) and Ms. Maron, John Olander, the BOH Agent, and 

Peter Cohen went to inspect the property as much as they could without the homeowner’s 

permission to enter the property. Ms. Maron remarked that Rick Bell’s property did not appear 

to be located anywhere near the property in question, which raises the question of whether he 



is, in fact, an abutter. Peter Cohen and John Olander took a few photos and a short video of the 

area they were able to access. The building is completely deserted, the owner is apparently 

deceased – current ownership would only be discoverable through tax rolls. Ms. Maron noted 

that she has been advised that someone is in the process of restoring the property, but there 

was no sign of that kind of work visible.  

Mr. Pilson asked whether the taxes are being paid on the property. If so, the Town has very 

little authority to do anything, unless it can be proven to be a public health hazard. Ms. Maron 

felt that it constituted a potential fire hazard. Mr. Pilson suggested that Ms. Maron refer Rick 

Bell to the Selectmen on this issue. 

Reiteration of the West Nile Virus Issue: Ms. Jarrett revisited the West Nile Virus issue with 

regards to outreach to the public. She discussed how to create multiple lines of communication. 

That discussion resulted in several suggestions: Put a notice on the back of the next Tax Bill 

being mailed out, town-wide email notices, reverse 911 and a post-card mailing to all residents.  

There is also the Richmond Record. The final consensus was that it was important to keep 

getting the word out in as many ways as possible.  

Mr. Pilson suggested that the Board of Health make a recommendation to the Board of 

Selectmen to discuss some form of immediate notice to residents of the West Nile Virus 

danger. 

Agent’s Report: Tabled in view of the absence of the BOH Agent.  

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 

There being no further issues before the Board, Mr. Fisher moved that the meeting be 

adjourned. He was seconded by Tony Segal and the motion was passed by unanimous consent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 


